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ABOUT

Stunning actress and singer Jonetta Kaiser shines as one of the leads of NBC Peacock's
newest series “Vampire Academy" from paranormal television experts Julie Plec and
Marguerite Maclntyre (“The Vampire Diaries,” “The Originals,” “Legacies”) who both write
and executive produce, with Plec directing the series. The popular fantasy horror invites
fans to the new and exciting world of St. Vladimir's Boarding School and a royal society of
vampires and half-human dhampirs. Kaiser brings to life ‘Sonya Karp', quiet, careful and
decidedly odd, Sonya is not of royal bloodline and sits out on the fringe of Moroi society,
preferring to spend her time in the library or her gardens. Not a person who likes a scene,
nonetheless she has a quiet but profound power of her own. She is taken by surprise when
a Dhampir Guardian named ‘Mikhail’ shows interest in her, a relationship that will expose
both the brightest and darkest parts of her heart.

[T]
AJ

Born and raised in Louisiana, Kaiser grew up knowing in her heart that she wanted to be an
actress and at the age of 14, after receiving a jarring diagnosis for scoliosis, she decided to
actively pursue it. She researched how to become an actress (thank you Google), took her
own headshots in her back yard, and started sending her resume out to casting directors.
Around this time, she also started developing a passion for STEM and tech, teaching
herself how to code and create websites which led to her starting her own tech business.
She ultimately went to college for biochemistry but dropped out her junior year to fully
immerse herself in the acting world and move to Los Angeles. Her first break was landing a
role in a Big Sean music video, and from there she booked the SnapChat series “Two Sides”
and “Breakwater". She also shot the sitcom “Millennials” opposite Philip Bolden and Kyle
Massey.

Kaiser is a big advocate for mental health and body image positivity, something she
personally has struggled with due to her scoliosis. Growing up in a low-income community
herself, she is passionate about giving back and mentors underprivileged youth showing
them that there are pathways to break the poverty cycle and empower them to get into
fields related to STEM and entrepreneurship. She also has a special connection to sexual
abuse and lends her voice to causes that fight against human trafficking. She additionally
advocates for diversity in television and film both in-front and behind the camera.
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@jonettakaiser @JonettaKaiser
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How Jonetta Kaiser of "Vampire Academy’

Harnessed Her Passion Into a Career
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COSMOPOLITAN

In the Mood to Party? Go Inside the
CosmoTrips Launch at the Mondrian Hotel
With Cover Star Laura Harrier

Just here living vicariously through these extremely hot photos.

@by THE EDITORS . OCT 3, 2022

Kane Lim With Lewis Tan, Sisi
Stringer, Sav Palacio, Jonetta
Kaiser, and Harley Fothergrill

We have fun. () /"

osmoTrips has arrived to curate your best vacation ever, and the first stop on our
itinerary? (Heh.) Celebrating with Cosmopolitan’s new cover star Laura Harrier
at West Hollvwood’s Mondrian Hotel. Step inside the CosmoTrips launch party,

where your favorite celebs and TikTokers—including the cast from Outer Banks and

Pretty Little Liars: Original Sin—joined our Editor-in-Chief Jessica Giles to fete Laura’s

cover. All while sipping on TRULY Flavored Vodka Cosmos, naturally, because lord knows

we love a theme.

Between the drinks and the vibes (did we mention Kitty CaSh was DJing and there was a
makeup touch-up station thanks to COVERGIRL?) this was truly an evening to stock up
on travel bag goodies from Shea Moisture and TRESemmé—er, ] mean, an evening to
live vicariously through, so TG for these behind-the-scenes party pics from photographer
Davis Bates. And while we're here, head over right this way to start vacationing like an
editor with CosmoTrips. Your friends/wallet can thank us later, bye!

HITPS://WWW.COSMOPOLITAN. COM/ENTERTAINMENT/CELEBS/G41470839/COSMOTRIPS-
LAUNCH-PARTY-PHOTQOS/
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Louisiana-born actress Jonetta Kaiser sinks teeth into
Peacock's 'Vampire Academy'

For Jonetta Kaiser, the film "Salt" was a turning point.

After watching the Angelina Jolie-starring 2010 action-thriller,
Hammond native Kaiser's aspirations for an acting career were

solidified.

Twelve years later, she's playing Sonya Karp in streaming service
Peacock's new drama-fantasy series, "Vampire Academy.” Five
episodes of the 10-episode freshman season are available now,

with a new one releasing each Thursday.
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"She's (Jolie's) so good at what she does, but I think it was that
movie because I've always wanted to play a spy and she was like a
Russian spy or something like that," Kaiser, 27, recalled last week.
"That's when [ realized, wait, this is something I can actually do. ]
always knew it was a thing, but that's when I knew it was a

tangible thing."

With that in mind, after graduating from Hammond High School in
2013 she took a "gap year,” spending that time dipping her toes in
acting as an extra in several Louisiana movie and TV projects

filming in New Orleans, Lafayette and elsewhere.
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"I was like, just do all of the background work to see if I liked being
on set. And then I still didn't know how to go about it," she said.
"And money was a main issue. OK, how can I afford to live in
California?"
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That's when she took a three-year detour to her hometown's
Southeastern Louisiana University, where she studied ...
biochemistry.
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"Because my dad told me, you know, go into STEM (a science,
technology, engineering and mathematics discipline), being a

woman and STEM will be so good. You'll be successful.

"So I did that, but I wasn't happy and kind of like lost my way. I just
sat in bed one day and was like, 'Why am I so unhappy?' And it was
'because you're not doing what you always said you always wanted
to do. The only thing you've ever wanted to do with your life is be

an actor, career-wise anyway, Kaiser said.

Approaching her senior year at SLU, it was time to switch gears
and figure out a new game plan. First up was getting headshots
done, then submitting her résumé to numerous Louisiana talent
agencies. No responses. Kaiser broadened her submissions to the

southeast region from Louisiana to Florida. Still no luck.

Undeterred, she applied to agents in Los Angeles, got one reply

and scheduled a general meeting.

"So in December of 2017, I drove, because I couldn't afford to buy
myself a plane ticket, so I drove three days to California (in an
economy rental car) and had the general meeting. They did not
sign me, but while I was out there, I met with another agent
through someone that I just happened to communicate with on
Instagram. And they told me if [ move out (to L.A.) after the
holidays and I reach out to them again, they'll sign me on. And
they actually did."

By February 2018, Kaiser had commercial, theatrical and modeling
agents and a manager. Soon after, her first gig, as half of a young

couple in a Big Sean video.
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"They have websites where you can submit yourself for things. I
would just spend hours on there, submitting myself for short films
and things like that,” Kaiser explained. "I absolutely am such a huge
fan of (rapper Sean). But the video never came out. It's so funny,
but I got a little (maybe $500) paycheck and [ got to meet Big Sean.
So I was just kind of on cloud nine.”

During those first months in Tinseltown, Kaiser juggled auditions,
working at a coffee shop and as a restaurant bartender, a common
scenario for those trying to break into the business. She took a
leave from the restaurant in November 2019 when she landed the
role of Mia in the adapted-from-a-video game film "Root Letter."
In addition to earning her a SAG-AFTRA (actors' union) card, the
movie brought her home to Louisiana for the Shreveport-shot

project.

Returning to California, the restaurant manager told her it was
either bartending or acting — she had to choose one.

"So obviously I was like, well, I think I've come too far now to
choose bartending over acting so acting it is. He gave me the
option to be fired, so I would qualify for unemployment. Just
before those checks kicked in, Kaiser booked a Coke commercial
in Thailand for two weeks. At this point, COVID-19 hadn't reached
the US.
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"So I am flown into Hong Kong and then Bangkok. I asked the
production company who's based out of Shanghai, 'So what's this
COVID like, is it serious?' And their response to me, honest to
God, was that they wear their mask and they go home and

quarantine. That was the extent of the information they gave me.

"So when I got back to the States, I was like, 'Oh, why are we
shutting down?' and then COVID really got to America. I'm
experiencing a pandemic for the first time."

When auditions did resume, Kaiser picked up work on a few short
films and the Snapchat original drama "Two Sides," where she

played supportive best friend Heather.

Acting classes here and there helped Kasier hone her craft, she
said.

"But a lot of my growth, I feel like has been from reading books
and just understanding what the craft is and then applying it," she
said. "T've been fortunate enough to just work and then learn on
the job.

"I've always been such an avid book reader, and I have such a vivid
imagination. So I think combining those two things, ... and then
being able to take on the essence of that character that you're

reading. And I've just always done that."

And on her reading list as a teen was the "Vampire Academy" book

series.
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"I was a huge fan of the books, a huge fan of the movies. So it
wasn't until after | submitted the audition and my agent told me I

was actually in the mix for this character that I realized 'T'm gonna
get this. I already know this is my role.”

"Vampire Academy" is the story of two young women, Rose and
Lissa who, despite being from opposite social classes, forge a
lasting friendship inside the academy's walls as they are readied to

become members of royal vampire society.

Kaiser described her supporting role as the mysterious Sonya.

"Sonya Karp is kind of an odd girl. She's very kind, but she spends
a lot of her time alone. She's a librarian at St. Vladimir's Academy.
She's the sister of Mia Karp and the adoptive daughter of Victor
Dashkov. And yeah, so she talks to birds," she explained. "She's a
spirit user. So, we don't know a lot about the spirit, which is like
one of the powers that vampires can have, but it's not really
recognized. And so throughout the series, you'll start to see what

spirit is and what comes with being able to use it and all those
cool little things.

"And, you get to see the lightest and the darkest parts of Sonya's
heart as she falls in love with Mikhail and all of that plays out."

Seeking an authentic backdrop for the series, cast and crew
headed to Spain in winter 2021, where an old monastery became
the fictional St. Vladimir's Academy for the next seven cold
months.
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"It was so much fun, honestly. Like Spain is one of the only places
in the world that I've always wanted to live. And I got to do that
and get paid. So it's just kind of like a dream come true,' Kaiser
said. "We lived in Pamplona, which is known for the Running of the
Bulls. The monastery is about a 30-minute drive from Pamplona.
And then we would go to other amazing locations. So we shot in
San Agustin, we shot in Portugal. I definitely want to go back there
on a vacation. That is such a beautiful place. It was just such a

good time filming in all of these areas and getting to see Spain.
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Actress Jonetta Kaiser Talks Her Role
In Vampire Academy - Exclusive
Interview

Phaio: Kristing Yamamaols, Makeup: THEnyEIRater Halr Brockhyn Candenas, Stylst Venlia Kidd

Contains spoilers for "Vampire Academy” book series and potential spoilers for "Vampire
Academy" TV series

Best fricnds Lissa Dragomir and Rose Hathaway are pretty standard teenagers. They go to
school together and protect each other from any roadblocks that come up during the day.
However, there are a couple of important differences between their relationship and the
one vou have with your own best friend. For starters, Lissa is a vampire princess and the
heir to a royval dynasty. Oh yeah, and Rose 1s protecting her from something a bit more

threatening and bloodthirsty than a mean gyvm teacher.
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That's the plot of Richelle Mead's acclaimed young adult saga "Vampire Academy!” and the
novels are coming to life in the form of a new series on Peacock. Daniela Nieves and Sisi
Stringer take the lead in the upcoming show, and they've spilled some tea about the
project in an exclusive interview, as have showrunners Julic Plee and Marguerite
MacIntyre. But they aren't the only cast members along for the ride. Rising star Jonetta
Kaiser stepped up to play Sonva Karp in "Vampire Academy.” and the Louisiana native is

bringing something special to the show.

Kaiser spoke exclusively to The List about how she got involved with the series. In the
process, she revealed that she's a longtime fan of Mead's books. She also opened up about
her favorite characters and favorite vampire story (spoiler alert: It stars Aalivah), what it's

like to play an established character, her acting aspirations, and so much more.

Jonetta Kaiser read the Vampire Academy series as
a child

What drew you to "Vampire Academy” in the first place?

Doing the audition process when you're just getting your foot in the door. T moved down
[to Los Angeles in] 2018 to start acting professionally. When you're doing it, you literally

audition for everything.

HTTPS://WWW.THELIST.COM/1009836/ACTRESS-JONETTA-KAISER-TALKS-HER-ROLE-IN-VAMPIRE-
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When it came my wav to audition, [ don't turn down auditions, so I just did it. It wasn't
until I got the audition for the character that [ ended up being hired for Sonya Karp.
Because [ did an audition for Rose [Hathaway], which all of the girls did, and then they

gave us cach [the] character that they saw us more as.

When T got the audition for Sonya Karp, that's when I realized, "Wait a second, 'Vampire
Academy! the books, like that? That's when [ got a little excited. T was like, 'T didn't
realize” Then I saw Julie Plec's name attached to i, and 1 was like, "Wait a sccond, this

would be

So then [Himmediately went and watched the movie, and [ was like, "Whoa, this would be so

cool with the book” That's what drew me to it [1 realized] in real time what was going on.

Had you had read the books before auditioning?

I read them when T was 13, Those are the first young adult fantasy books that 1 read. It was
so cool. My sister [and I, we would just go. She'd be on book two, I'd be on book one, and
then I'd eateh up with her, and then she'd go on. We were superfans of these books. [ think
it was the "Vampire Academy” books that actually got me into "Twilight” [and] "The
Vampire Diaries” T read those books. There's other[s]. The voung adult fantasy book

section in Books-A-Million — I'd go in there, and we'd browse and go get those.

The following question contains spoilers for the "Vampire Academy” book series and

potential spoilers for the "Vampire Academy” TV series.
Do you have a favorite character from the series that isn't Rose, Lissa, or Sonya?

That is a good question. I think Christian is ... No, Mason. Mason's my favorite. You root for
him so hard, and then you're absolutely, in the books, heartbroken when vou read that he

dies. It's like, "No" Yeah, Mason's my favorite.

He's a fun character. I loved reading him with Rose.

Yes. The way they're written is just so .. It's great. You're fully there. You're like, "Yes! Team

Mason, Team Rose!
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Katniss Everdeen is one of Jonetta Kaiser's dream
roles

-
Photo; Kisting Yamamolg, Makeup: TRy Thater, Hakr: Brockym Cardenas, Siysst Ventia Kidd

Speaking about Rose, would you say vou relate more to Rose or Lissa?

From the books, I would say Rose for sure, because Lissa 1s a princess, and she's a roval.
She has that whole dynamic going on. [During] my upbringing as a kid, I was always a kid
that was not cool. Rose is kind of on the outside, and she's like that person — she knows
everyone, everyone likes her, but she's rough around the edges and things like that. That's
why [ definitely relate to that a lot more. T would love to relate more to Lissa. That'd be so

cool if T could relate to being a princess and being super rich.

Rose is a baddie, though! So in the long run, you came out ahead.
Yeah, and 13-year-old me was like, "1 want every guy to like me” Every guy loves Rosc.

I saw on Instagram that you said you'd always wanted to play a book character. If you

could play anyone, who would be your dream character from a book?

Oh, this is so casy for me: Katniss Everdeen from "The Hunger Games.” [ read those books,
and those books have my heart. When [ found out that they were casting for the movic, 1
wrote the casting director, Deborah Zane, a little letter on my Dell desktop computer and
dial-up, and printed it, and then snail mailed her my headshot and resume telling her why 1
should be cast as Katniss Everdeen. I'm such a dork. She probably never saw it but it

exists. I have it. I still have the letter.

HTTPS://WWW.THELIST.COM/1009836/ACTRESS-JONETTA-KAISER-TALKS-HER-ROLE-IN-VAMPIRE-
ACADEMY-EXCLUSIVE-INTERVIEW/



https://www.thelist.com/1009836/actress-jonetta-kaiser-talks-her-role-in-vampire-academy-exclusive-interview/

THE /4 »

Speaking about Sonya, she's already an established character in the books, but she
seems to play a little bit of a different role here. Can you talk at all about how she's
different?

[ can't say too much. We've taken the world in "Vampire Academy” and we've expanded
upon it. Everyone's getting a little bit of a backstory, which we never got with Sonya in the
books. That's a main difference. [ can't say what will happen or won't happen that's
different from the books to the TV show, because some of that may or may not be a

spoiler. You have to wateh to find out!

Playing an established character comes with
challenges

STylsr Vendia Kidd

Another thing about playing a character like Sonya is that there is a fan base who
expects them to behave a certain way. Are there any challenges as an actor to bring a
character like that to life?

Yeah, definitely. Especially when you're portraying a character from a book scrics that I_j}-]
s0 loved by so many people worldwide, there's a little bit of, "I do want them to be proud of
what I did, and I hope that they don't hate it But there's only $o much that [ean .. It
comes down to a person being a people pleaser, If that's what I'm thinking about when I'm
acting in the midst of doing a scene, then I'm probably not doing my best job because I'm

not present. I'm not in the moment.
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Maybe there's something that's not in the character or [not] something that Sonya Karp
herself would do, but if there's something in the moment that happens, and she reacts,
whether it's out of character or not, but it's truce to the moment that's happening in front
of me, then who's to say that wasn't something Sonya would do? Because in the moment, it
happened, and if she just stands there like a doorknob and doesn't do anything, then that's

weird.

That's the joy of acting; it's spontancous. You never know exactly what's going to happen.
You can prep. You can prep. And [ try to honor who Sonya Karp — based upon the scripts
we were given — who she is. Then L. when I show up on the day, that prep work gocs in

and hopefully it shows, but also there's a certain amount of presence to being there in the

moment that you have to alse maintain.

It sounds like part of it is having that confidence in yourself and faith in knowing your

character.

Yeah, and hoping that the prep work, the homework that [ did before T went to set, is

there. That helps with the confidence.

Jonetta Kaiser's favorite vampire tale involves
Aaliyah

KIeiing Yamameda, MakeupR: TGy Thater, Halr Brookyn Cangenas, Sysl Veniia Kisa
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You mentioned "Twilight” I have to put you on the spot: Do you have a favorite vampire
story?

Good question. I loved the movie "Queen of the Damned," with Aalivah. My mom was super
obsessed with that movie. Aalivah is so beautiful and captivating, and it's so dark. T love
that about it. It's like the underworld. It's a lot like "Vampire Academy” in the sense of
[how] there's a king, there's a queen, and that's so cool to incorporate that into a vampire

world because they are so old, usually. Yeah, I think that's my favorite vampire story.

You mentioned that you've been working in acting since 2018. What drew you to the
field?

I've always wanted to do it. Being from the South and not having the means to go to
Tuilliard, T would Google things all day long. I would watch movies with my favorite actors.
Angelina Jolie is a huge one. I've always absorbed everything 1 could. Even subconsciously,

(1] was doing it, studying, without realizing that that's what I was doing.

I'm very much a quict person, and I'm very shy, and I've always watched people. I've always
studied people and really good actors doing what they do by watching their movies. That's
when 1 found my way back to "I can actually do this professionally. That's something that

people actually can do” Then [ made the big move to Los Angeles. Then everything fell into

place because it was something that I'd always been exercising without actually doing it

That was a whole different thing once 1actually started auditioning and then exercising
that instrument. It's a whole craft to master in itself, auditioning. Having that, and then
reading books and educating myself, and watching interviews like the Roundtable [from]
The Hollywood Reporter — their Roundtables with those actors that are absolute masters
at their craft. I think that's what got me to this point. Then in 2018, [1 was] like, "Screw it,

I'm just going to do ic”
Is there any actor or actress that you would most love to work with?

Yes, absolutely! Obviously, Jennifer Lawrence: [ove her. I've loved her sinee her playing
Katniss Everdeen. Also, I've gone back and watched other things that she's done. She's so

great.

Charlize Theron. I really want to work with Denzel Washington. He's so great at what he
does. Leonardo DiCaprio. Oh my gosh, there's so many. Zendaya! Zendaya is killing it. She's
so great. Love her. Yeah, the list goes on and on. Those are the few off the top of my head

because they're the most recent people I've watched in things.
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Jonetta Kaiser is also interested in coding and
biochemistry

I was reading your bio, and it mentioned that you were also interested in coding and
biochemistry and other science-related things. Do you still get to do anything in those

fields as you're pursuing acting?

Yeah. Before booking "Vampire Academy,” [ actually had website clients [whose websites
I'd] code. And I still have them because then T had to uproot my entire life and move o
Spain for seven months, which was such an amazing expericnee. [ haven't had time to
hand off the clients to anyone else yet. It's been like, go, go, go, go, go. So I'm looking to do
that. If there's anyvone who wants a website client, let me know. T will be happy to hand

them off.

But yeah, I'loved coding. That started back in the MySpace days, and I remembered
everything — HTML, C55, all that good stuff — for whatever reason. One of my first friends
in LA, she's a senior soltware enginecr, so she taught me shorthand JavaScript, which is
now called React, and things like that. That's just one of the ways to do shorthand

JavaScript. So I know all of that. It's literally another language that [ know and understand.

The biochemistry came in when [ was diagnosed with scoliosis in ninth grade. I gave up on
becoming an actress. [ was like, "Okay, well, T'll graduate, and then I'll go into STEM. My
dad, he's like, "Women in STEM, that's the new direction. Do that; you'll be successful” So 1
was like, "Okay” and went to school for biochemistry in 2018, '17-"18 is when [ dropped out
to move to LA and do the acting professionally. But yeah, that's what [ was doing before,

right before.
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Vampire Academy's diverse cast was a draw to the
pmJ ect

Your bio also mentioned that you're an advocate for diversity in Hollywood, and the
casting for "Vampire Academy” seems fantastic for that. Did that draw you in at all when

you were looking at the offer?

Oh my, yes. When [ saw that our female lead would be a Black woman, T was like, "Finally.
It's time." For a show like this, [ want people to be able to see themselves in the characters.
The world has evolved. As a society, we've evolved, so now it's time for the entertainment
that we all watch and love to reflect that. "Bridgerton” is doing it It doesn't take away from

the acting. It doesn't take away from the story at all.

"Game of Thrones: House of the Dragon,” they're getting so much hate for casting people
of color and Black people, and it's so upsetting because we are good actors too. and we

can do this story and play the storyline, and it does not take away from the story.

Yeah, it drew me to it [T love] being able to look at my co-stars and be so proud of who we
are and look at every person and be like, "My god, so many people, so many voung people
are going to watch this and actually be able to see themselves!” That's so amazing and

beautiful.
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‘Vampire Academy’: Jonetta Kaiser Talks Her Character Sonya
Karp and How the Revamped Series Fits a Modern Era

by Gabrieks Siva W | More Artiches: TV

The era of vampires is returning with the Peacock series Vampire Academy. The series is

led by Julie Plec and Marguerite Macintyre and adds a modern twist to the infamous YA
books and 2014 movie. Actor Jonetta Kaiser joins Vampire Academy as Sonya Karp, an
outcast and somewhat mysterious with the ability to use Spirit. In an interview with

Showhiz Cheatsheet, Kaiser breaks down her character and why the series will succeed.

Fans will get to see Sonya Karp’s full story and love interest in
‘Vampire Academy’

Unlike the book series, the 2014 movie did not fully flesh out Sonya's story. She was a
peculiar teacher at St. Viladimir Academy who was rumored to have willingly turned Strigoi.
Like Lissa, she also had the unique ability to use Spirit. But Kaiser explains her character will

get a more extensive story similar to the books and one fans can relate to.
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“So what | can tell you, there's a lot | can't tell you. But what | can tell you is that Sonya Karp
is a librarian at St Vladimir's Academy. She is the sister of Mia Karp and the daughter of
Victor Dashkov. And he adopted both of us. | have a love interest, Mikael, which you'll see

that play out,” explained Jonetta Kaiser about her Vampire Academy character.
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But the actor explains Karp is like a fly on the wall who does not conform to the vampire
world she lives in. “She doesn't really care about the hierarchy of it all, like the king or queen
and all of those things going on. She's really on the outside, and she pays attention to a lot
of things. So she notices a lot of things going around that everyone else that is maybe,

relative to today, like in their phones, 24/7." explains the actor.

Kaiser cannot give too much away about what events will take place in Vampire Academy.
But between the vampire drama and her finding love, the actor reveals fans will get to see

Sonya come out of her shell.

With strong female leads, LGBTQ romance, and diversity,
Jonetta Kaiser says its the perfect time for ‘Vampire Academy’

Adaptations of popular YA books can be a hit or miss. Fans saw how Julie Plec's decision to

change the blonde book Elena to Nina Dobrev caused an uproar but ultimately became the
best decision ever made. From photos and trailers, Vampire Academy is changing the book
characters to be more inclusive and focused on talent rather than an exact copy. A key
example is Kaiser herself. Karp is a white, blue-eyed, and brown-haired character in the

books.

“We come so far past the point where we're watching a project, and everyone in that
project is just one color, like let's diversify it. Whether it's a black show, even BET
incorporates white people into their shows. It should be the same the other way, you know,
there's no show that should be "Oh, it's a white show. Oh, it's a black show,” explained
Kaiser about Vampire Academy’s cast. "But outside of that, especially in a fantasy world like

ours, there are no rules.”
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The actor explains Plec and Macintyre did not have time to get into the nitty-gritty of how
they would change the characters before starting casting and production. “They cast who
was the best person who had the essence the most for every single character. And that's
what's so great because the whole thing for an actor is you feel the character, you become

the character,” explained Kaiser.

Its been almost 15 years since the publication of the book series. Kaiser explains it is the
right time to re-animate the beloved story. “If we can get our audience to relate to our
characters because we're actually bringing things to the screen that they can look at be
like, ‘oh my gosh, | get that. | understand that' then yeah | think it is right time,” said the

actor.

Mampire Academy Jonetta Kaiser on Her Character Sonya Karp+.... © ~»
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Is Jonetta Kaiser ‘Team Damon’ or ‘Team Stefan’?

Vampire Academy is bringing back fond memories for fans who grew up in the vampire era
of TV. Kaiser is no stranger to the craze as she grew up reading the Vampire Academy and

watching Vampire Diaries and Twilight. It was only after booking the role of Sonya Karp did

Kaiser realize the series was based on the popular YA books and helmed by Julie Plec,
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“Instantly, | went and watched the movie. | loved it. | loved it. Like, 13-year-old me was just
crying and laughing with joy,” said the actor. Doing the table read with Plec, and Macintyre
felt “surreal” Getting into what fans really want to know - is Kaiser Team Damon or Team

Stefan?
“Oh, my Ged, you know what? Young me was Team Damon. But older me is Team Stefan,”

said Kaiser. Continuing the line of questioning, Kaiser also revealed she was Team Jacob.

“Oh, a sucker for a little heartthrob. | think Team Jacob.”

P' Vampire Academy | Official Trailer | Peacock Original 0o ~»
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The actor explains everyene wants the mystery and intrigue of a troubled man. But she

admits the series does have some troubled relationships and romance that will be riveting

to watch. “While | love a good romantic drama and a rom-com, let's add some tension with
that, some friction in there. That's what makes the story interesting. Also, people dying in a

story. It's tragic, but that's the Shakespeare of it all. It's the love and the death.”

Vampire Academy will stream on Peacock on Sept. 15.
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Vampire Acédemy Jonetta Kaiser on Her Character Sonya Karp + How a Revamped Series Fits a Modern
Era

Jonetta Kaiser gives the inside scoop on her Vampire Academy’ character Sonya Karp and how the
series modernizes the book story and characters for our current society. The actor also reveals
juicy details of whether she's Team Damon or Team Stefan.
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"Vampire Academy" star Jonetta
Kaiser sinks her teeth into new
tvrole

"Vampire Academy” star Jonetta Kaiser sinks her teeth into new tv role
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Jonetta Kaiser of Peacock’s
‘Vampire Academy’ talks
show premiere, Louisiana
ties

SHREVEPOQRT, La. (KTAL/KMSS) - The star of NBC Peacock’s upcoming series “Vampire Academy”

visited the morning show to talk about what fans can expect.

Jonetta Kaiser portrays librarian Sonya Karp in the streaming adaptation of the paranormal young

adult romance series of the same name by author Richelle Meade.

Wolk asked her how it feels to accomplish so much so young, to which Kaiser laughed.

“I have to make myself take moments to be grateful, and that's when ’'m like, ‘oh, I'm really doing

this,” said Kaiser.
She said her Louisiana roots played a part in her career.

“One thing | know about the south is people keep it very real and grounded. And | appreciate that
50 much because when you get to a certain point, especially as an actor, things are so glamorous.
And | just never want to forget where | come from. My roots are in Louisiana. They'll always keep

me grounded.

Her advice to locals who look up to her was, “Don’t give up, no matter how hard it gets.”

“VYampire Academy” premieres Thursday, September 15, on NBC Peacock.
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Actress Jonetta Kaiser talks starring in
‘Vampire Academy, giving back to
community, more

JONETTA KAISER

GIVING BACK AND HELPING YOUTH

Jonetta Kaiser stars in “Vampire Academy,” a series streaming on NBC Peacock.

She joined us Monday on “All Indiana” to discuss the new show, the show's diversity
compared to the books, giving back to underprivileged youth, her past experience in the
STEM industry, and more.

“Vampire Academy” premieres this Thursday, September 15 on Peacock.
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Jonetta Kaiser AKA Sonya...
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Fellow Vampire Academy fans! We have a special treat for you. Jonetta Kaiser AKA our girl Sonya
Karp was nice enough to sit down and chat with us about all things episodes 1-5. She tells us what
it was like to act with birds, how great her scene partners were, and her approach on how to play
such an important character like Sonya. We cannot thank her enough for this great convo! We had
such a blast chatting with her! We hope you all enjoy it as much as we did!
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Actors Tiffany Daniels (That Girl Lay Lay) & Jonetta Kaiser (Vampire Academy): On the Rocks LIVE!

It's a women in entertainment episode as we chat with dancer, producer, and actress Tiffany
Daniels (Mickelodeon's That Girl Lay Lay, Hairspray, The Color Purple) and actor and advocate
Jonetta Kaiser (Peacock’s Vampire Academy) with guest co-host Stephanie Erb (Metflix's Dahmer,
Amazon Prime’s A League of Their Own) and your sassy host with the sassy most, Alexander
Rodriguez. Among chats about current projects, topics will cover diversity in Hollywood, taking
chances, getting into the biz, social media, mental and physical health, body positivity, and
overcoming obstacles. Raise a glass and join in the chat, it's On the Rocks!

On the Rocks: Where Celebrities & Cocktails Mix
Follow us on Twitter/Instagram: @OntheRocksOnAir
Check out all of our episodes at www.OntheRocksRadioShow.com

iHeartRadio/Spotify/Pandora/AmazonMusic/ApplePodcasts

AppleTV/ROKL/AmazonFireTV: QUIALTY
Produced by Straw Hut Media
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Sink Your Teeth Into Our Interview With
“VYampire Academy” Star Jonetta Kasier

wveek, the first four episodes of Peacock’s new series “Vampire Academy” made their
ere. Actress Jonetta Kasier has since spoken with us, filling us in on the series and her

character of ya Karp.

Based on the Best-Selling six-book collection by Richelle Mead, the series is filled with “Friendship,
romance, and danger. In a world of privilege and glamour, two young women's friends
transcends their strikingly different classes as they prepare to complete their education and enter
vampire sc

against the savage ‘Strigoi’ who threaten to tear their s y apart. That is if Royal infighting

doesn't do the job first.” Learn more about the series
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de last night. | enjoyed it."
Jonetta: "Oh, my
Kalli " | did. | haw different than the vampire
Jonetta: "It's a little different.”

Kelli: “Yeah, it is, and that's not a bad thing.”

Jonetta: “Right?

Kelli: *Tell me a little bit
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VAMPIRE ACADEMY: J. August Richards and Jonetta Kaiser Interview | That Hashtag Show

Jessica sat down with J. August Richards and Jonetta Kaiser to discuss their new Peacock Series,
Wampire Academy!
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[INTERVIEWS] VAMPIRE
ACADEMY'S CAST MEMBERS
JONETTA KAISER AND J.
AUGUST RICHARDS AND
SHOWRUNNERS MARGUERITE
MACINTYRE AND JULIE PLEC
TALK VAMPIRES, DHAMPIRS,
AND RELATIONSHIPS

Vampire Academy is the new Peacock show based on the books series by Richelle Mead.

Selal SUVIadimir's Academy, the series explores Lhe [riendship between vampire Lissa
and her protector, dhampir Rose. The series stars Sisi Stringer (Mortal kombat),
Danicla Nieves (Sex Appeal). Kieron Moore (Sex Education), André Dae Kim (Degrassi),
J. August Richards (Angel), newcomer Jonella Kaiser, and more,

[ talked Lo Jonella Kaiser (Sonyva Karp) and J. August Richards (Victor Dashkov) aboul
how they relate Lo their characters, Sony and Viclor being underestimaled il they
rather be a vampire or dhampir, and which ol the elements would be theirs.
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Vampire Academy’s Jonetta Kaiser & J. August Richards Choose Between Elements, Vampire and Dhampir

Vampire Academy is the new Peacock show based on the books series by Richelle Mead. Set at St
Vladimir's Academy, the series explores the friendship between vampire Lissa and her protector,
dhampir Rose. The series stars Sisi Stringer (Mortal Kombat), Daniela Nieves (Sex Appeal), Kieron
Moore (Sex Education), André Dae Kim (Degrassi), J. August Richards {Angel), newcomer Jonetta
Kaiser, and more.

I talked to Jonetta Kaiser (Sonya Karp) and J. August Richards (Victor Dashkov) about how they
relate to their characters, Sony and Victor being underestimated if they rather be a vampire or
dharmpir, and which of the elements would be theirs.
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Vampire Academy | Interview with
Jonetta Kaiser and J. August
Richards
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Peacock TV is giving us our fix of vampires, and we couldn’t be more excited! The new series, Vampire
Academy, starts streaming on Peacock on September 15, and we can’t wait to watch it! Here at YEM, we got
to sit down with Jonetta Kaiser and J. August Richards, who star in the new series. They told us a little bit
about their characters and what we can expect from the show. You’ll definitely want to tune into the full

interview!

HTTPS://YOUNGENTERTAINMENTMAG.COM/VAMPIRE-ACADEMY-INTERVIEW-WITH-JONETTA-
KAISER-AND-J-AUGUST-RICHARDS/



https://youngentertainmentmag.com/vampire-academy-interview-with-jonetta-kaiser-and-j-august-richards/

First, Jonetta shares some information about her character, Sonva Karp. Sonva is a librarian at Vladmir
Academy, and one thing that Jonetta tells us is that her character is a little bit spaced out at times. She also
shares some fun things on set and what it was like to get into character. J. August Richards plavs Victor
Dashkov, Sonva's adopted father. The show’s characters have a lot of interesting dyvnamics, and Richards
dives a little bit into what we can expect from the world of the underground vampire society.

It was also so much fun te talk to J. August about his experiences being such a seasoned actor, and what his
process was like working with the other actors. Jonetta also tells us a little bit about what her time was like
on set, especially working with such a refined actor as ]. August. It was so great to hear about how they
learned from each other on set. We also got to talk to Jonetta and |. August about their past endeavors,
whether it be working on films or going to college, so stay tuned for that!

We can’l thank Jonella and . August enough [for sitling down and challing with us,
and we're so exciled Lo see them on screen! Be sure Lo calch Vampire Academy
streaming only on Peacock TV on September 13! Also, make sure to comment down
below and subsceribe Lo YEM's YouTube channel for all things pop culture!

HITPS://YOUNGENTERTAINMENTMAG.COM/VAMPIRE-ACADEMY-INTERVIEW-WITH-JONETTA-
KAISER-AND-J-AUGUST-RICHARDS/
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Vampire Academy | Interview with Jonetta Kaiser and J. August R... LY -~

Watch later Share
INTERVIEW 2 N

peacock ORIGINAL

VAMPIRE,

ACADE]DS

JONETTA KAISERBA
J. AUGUST.RICH

Watch on IE8Youlube

#vampireacademy #peacockiv
Vampire Academy | Interview with Jonetta Kaiser and J. August Richards

Peacock TV is giving us our fix of vampires, and we couldn't be more excited! The new series,
Vampire Academy, starts streaming on Peacock on September 15, and we can't wait to watch if!
Here at YEM, we got to sit down with Jonetta Kaiser and J. August Richards, who star in the new
series. They told us a little bit about their characters and what we can expect from the show. You'll
definitely want to tune into the full interview!

First, Jonetta shares some information about her character, Sonya Karp. Sonya is a librarian at
Viadmir Academy, and one thing that Jonetta tells us is that her character is a little bit spaced out
at times. She also shares some fun things on set and what it was like to get into character. J.
August Richards plays Victor Dashkov, Sonya’s adopted father. The show's characters have a lot of
interesting dynamics, and Richards dives a little bit into what we can expect from the world of the
underground vampire society.

It was also so much fun to talk to J. August about his experiences being such a seasoned actor,
and what his process was like working with the other actors. Jonetta also tells us a little bit about
what her time was like on set, especially working with such a refined actor as J. August. It was so
great to hear about how they leamed from each other on set. We also got to talk to Jonetta and J.
August about their past endeavers, whether it be working on films or going to college, so stay tuned
for that!

We can't thank Jonetta and J. August enough for sitting down and chatting with us, and we're so
excited to see them on screen! Be sure to catch Vampire Acaderny streaming only on Peacock TV
on September 15th! If you enjoyed getting to know mare about Jonetta, J. August, and Vampire
Academy, please be sure to smash the like button and subscribe to our channel! For more exclusive
pop culture content, check out website and the links below.

HITPS://WWW.YOUTUBE. COM/WATCH?2V=08WI920NLNTG&T=3S



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8w92oNlNTg&t=3s

#VampireAcademy

Vampire Academy - J. August Richards & Jonetta Kaiser on representation, royalty & vampire powers

J. August Richards & Jonetta Kaiser are interviewed for Vampire Academy. Directed by Bille
Woodruff (first episode), Luis Prieto, Jesse Warn, Erica Dunton, Geoff Shotz and Julie Plec, and
written by Richelle Mead, Vampire Academy stars Sisi Stringer (Mortal Kombat), Daniela Nieves
(Snowfall), Kieron Moore (Sex Education), Andre Dae Kim (Locke & Key), J. August Richards
{Agents of Shield), Anita-Joy Uwajeh (Lucky Man), Mia Mckenna-Bruce (Persuasion), Rhian Blundell
{Mobady Girl), Jonetta Kaiser (Tales) and Andrew Liner (Grown-ish). Sarah Cook is asking the
guestions.

Plot: From executive producers Julie Plec ("Vampire Diaries”) and Marguerite Macintyre ("The
Originals") comes a story of romance, friendship, death, sex, and scandal. “Vampire Academy” is
based on a series of young adult paranormal romance novels by international bestselling author
Richelle Mead. In a world of privilege and glamour, two young women's friendship transcends their
strikingly different classes as they prepare to complete their education and enter royal vampire
society. This serialized and sexy drama combines the elegance of aristocratic romance and the
supernatural thrills of the vampire genre.

The first four episodes of Vampire Academy are available 16th September on Peacock exclusively
on Sky and NOW, with new episodes dropping weekly.

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=P3VTGXPN ZS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P3vtgXpn_zs
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